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New Mexico fifth-graders colonize Mars 
by Eva Hendren, Directed Energy Directorate 
KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. — Over 1,200 fifth-graders from elementary schools around the state 
created a simulated Martian colony at Kirtland Air Force Base April 2. This year’s Air Force Research 
Laboratory’s (AFRL) Mars On-site Laser Development (MOLD) Link-Up Day ended a five-month study of 
the planet and allowed the students an opportunity to display their knowledge. 

Each colony habitat, built by three teams from different schools, met face-to-face for the first time and 
showcased the life support systems they developed for survival on Mars. Support systems included air 
and water supply, waste management, temperature control, food production, communications, transpor
tation and recreation. 

During the course of this project, the student teams stayed in touch using modern electronic communi
cations techniques, such as email and video conferencing. The teams pooled resources, skill, and con
struction materials on the Link-Up Days to create the habitats. 

During the five-hour session, the students constructed their habitats, underwent a “uniform” inspec
tion, briefed each other on their life support systems, sang a ballad they composed describing their 
journey from Earth to Mars, and completed a mission log. They also weighed their bag lunches to account 
for every cargo-pound as if they were actually rocketing to Mars. 

Now in its tenth year, the Starbase La Luz Mars Mission Project integrates laboratory technologies and 
the arts and music with the Challenger Center’s Marsville® Program to provide a hands-on learning 
experience about teamwork and problem solving and to enhance the study of math, science and engineer
ing. Students are also exposed to technological and environmental space exploration issues such as 
communications and life-support systems. 

The participating colonists are from 21 cities around the state. Approximately 2,300 students from 67 
schools statewide participated in this year’s program. @ 


